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SUBJECT: MTN: TRADE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE GROUP 3 (C) 

REF: STATE 201976 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 19 A MISSION OFFICER CONVEYED THE US VIEWS ON THE 
WORK OF THE SECTORS GROUP TO ABBOTT, THE CHIEF OF THE EC COMMISSION'S 
GATT AFFAIRS DIVISION. 

2. ABBOTT SAID THAT SO FAR THIS SUBJECT HAD ONLY BEEN DISCUSSED 
WITHIN THE COMMISSION STAFF. HOWEVER, HE EXPECTED THAT THE COMMISSION 
WOULD SUBMIT TO THE ARTICLE 1 13 COMMITTEE NEXT WEEK, FOR ITS 
REVIEW, A POSITION SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE US, ARGUING THAT METHOD- 
OLOGY SHOULD BE DISCUSSED BEFORE ANY EXAMINATION OF SECTORS BEGAN. TH 
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POSITION WAS FOUNDED ON A DISLIKE OF THE SECTORIAL APPROACH, FOR THE 
DANGER IT POSED OF AROUSING INDUSTRY PRESSURES ("SECTORS" COULD TOO 
EASILY MEAN "EXCEPTIONS"), AND BECAUSE IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO ACHIE 
VE 

RECIPROCITY IF NEGOTIATIONS WERE CONDUCTED ON A SECTORIAL BASIS. 

3. ABBOTT WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE HOPED AND EXPECTED THAT BY 
TAKING THE LINE THAT IT WAS PREMATURE TO GET DOWN TO CASES, ANY 
DECISION TO TAKE UP INDIVIDUAL SECTORS WOULD BE AVOIDED AT THE 
OCTOBER SECTORS GROUP MEETING AND THE ISSUE POSTPONED UNTIL AFTER 
THE NEXT TNC MEETING. 

4. IT IS, ABBOTT NOTED, THE GENERAL EC VIEW THAT THE EXPORT 
RESTRICTION PROBLEM CAN PROBABLY BEST BE DEALT WITH ON A SECTOR- 
BY-SECTOR (OR PRODUCT-BY-PRODUCT) BASIS. HOWEVER, THIS VIEW IS 
NOT RELEVANT TO THE POSITION TO BE TAKEN BY THE EC ON THE ISSUES 
CREATED BY THE CANADIAN IDEAS FOR THE WORK OF THE SECTORS GROUP. 

5. COMMENT: ABBOTT'S VIEWS ON SECTORS REFLECT THOSE THAT HAVE 
BEEN EXPRESSED EARLIER BY HIS COMMISSION SUPERIORS, NOTABLY 
HIJZEN, BEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS. 

GREENWALD 
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